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We	 produce	 research	 and	 policy	 recommendations	 for	 state	 and	 federal	
government.	We	tackle	complex	and	emerging	issues	that	are	prone	to	under-
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and	 some	 of	 the	 richest	 cultural	 traditions	 in	 this	 country.	 The	 empowerment	 of	 these	
communities	should	be	a	priority	for	all	Australians.	
	
It	 should	 be	 noted	 that	 what	 constitutes	 ‘culturally-appropriate’	 or	 ‘cultural-competency’	
remains	 a	 point	 of	 debate.	 Further	 exploration	 is	 needed	 into	 how	 these	 methods	 are	
measured,	in	order	to	ensure	it	is	not	in	reference	to	Euro-centric	norms.	As	a	starting	point,	
‘culturally-appropriate’	methods	need	to	be	developed	in	the	context	of	an	elevated	level	of	







1 The	 Australian	 government	 should	 commission	 an	 investigation	 into	 alternatives	 to	
punitive	 criminal	 sentences,	 with	 a	 specific	 focus	 on	 rehabilitative	 programs	 that	
incorporate	 specific	 cultural	 rights	 of	 Indigenous	 peoples,	 based	 upon	 sound	
knowledge	 of	 those	 historically	 discriminatory	 policies	 and	 practices,	 and	 with	






2 The	 Australian	 Government	 should	 develop	 sentencing	 guidelines	 to	 streamline	










rather	 than	 punitive	measures.	 These	 responses	 should	 be	 designed	 in	 conjunction	
with	existing	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	specialty	services.		
	
5 The	 Australian	 Government	 should	 provide	 and	 expand	 funding	 for	 rehabilitative,	














9 State	 and	 territory	 governments	 should	 reallocate	 funding	 from	 incarceration	 of	













12 All	 alternative	 sentencing	 programs	 should	 include	 fair,	 impartial	 and	 appropriately	
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16 In	 relation	 to	 the	 right	 of	 self-determination,	 a	 justice	 reinvestment	 approach	 to	




17 State	 and	 federal	 governments	 should	 provide	 more	 opportunities	 for	 Indigenous	
individuals	and	communities	to	participate	in	decision-making,	including	the	planning,	
implementation	 and	 evaluation	 of	 Indigenous	 programs.	 Governments	 should	 also	
continue	 to	progress	consultations	 regarding	constitutional	 recognition	 and	a	 treaty	
agreement	with	Indigenous	communities.	
	




19 Governments	 should	 increase	 funding	 and	 investment	 in	 local	 community-based	
employment	opportunities	and	training	programs,	and	support	Aboriginal	and	Torres	
Strait	 Islander	 tertiary	 students,	 in	 order	 to	 increase	 the	 number	 of	 Aboriginal	 and	
Torres	Strait	Islander	professionals.		
	
20 Financial	 support	 should	 be	 given	 to	 Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	 Strait	 Islander	 peak	
professional	bodies	to	support	the	work	they	are	already	doing.	Aboriginal	and	Torres	








handed	 down	 in	 1991	 all	 state	 and	 territory	 governments	 in	 Australia	 claimed	 to	 be	
implementing	the	recommendations	of	the	inquiry.	Since	that	time,	however,	both	the	number	
of	 Indigenous	 deaths	 in	 custody,	 and	 the	 number	 of	 incarcerated	 Indigenous	 people	 has	
continued	 to	 rise.	 At	 that	 time,	 Indigenous	 Australians	were	 eight	 times	more	 likely	 to	 be	
incarcerated	 than	 non-indigenous	 Australians.2	 Today	 it	 is	 almost	 15	 times	 more	 likely.3	





































While	 the	 rates	 of	 Indigenous	 incarceration	 have	 worsened	 over	 the	 last	 26	 years,	 much	
thought	and	effort	has	gone	 into	 finding	ways	 to	 reverse	 this	disturbing	 trend.	Shifting	 the	
focus	towards	initiatives	that	address	the	key	drivers	of	Indigenous	incarceration	should	form	
part	 of	 a	 new	 approach.	 Part	 of	 the	 solution	 to	 reduce	 over	 policing	 and	 high	 rates	 of	
incarceration	is	to	focus	of	rehabilitation	rather	than	criminalisation	of	certain	issues.	Target	
intervention	 initiatives	 are	 one	 such	 way	 in	 which	 we	 can	 make	 inroads	 into	 reducing	







treat	 Indigenous	people	differently.	 Indigenous	 legal	experts	agree.5	These	policies	 increase	
the	likelihood	that	Indigenous	peoples	will	be	exposed	to	the	criminal	justice	system.6	Contact	
with	the	criminal	justice	system	shouldn’t	be	‘normalised’	for	any	population.7	If	incarceration	

























Indigenous	 peoples	 are	 more	 likely	 to	 be	 imprisoned	 when	 compared	 to	 non-Indigenous	
people.10	The	Federal	Court	acknowledged	this	when	deciding	on	police	tactics	after	the	Palm	
Island	riots.11	A	consequence	of	this	bias	is	the	feeling	of	hopelessness	that	Indigenous	peoples	
have	 when	 they	 interact	 with	 the	 criminal	 justice	 system.12	 In	 interviews	 with	 prisoners,	
parolees,	 individuals	 pre-trial	 and	 during	 trail,	 Indigenous	 respondents	 voiced	 an	 alarming	
sense	of	hopelessness	which	pervades	 their	 interactions	with	 the	 criminal	 justice	 system.13	
While	causation	can	be	difficult	to	firmly	establish,	support	for	this	argument	can	be	found	in	
the	 disproportionate	 rate	 of	 Indigenous	 incarceration	 as	 opposed	 to	 non-Indigenous	
incarceration.		
	




















A	number	of	 studies	have	 investigated	 the	disparity	 that	 exists	 in	 sentencing	 courts	 for	 an	
Indigenous	offender.	The	outcomes	vary	depending	on	the	Court.	At	a	state	level,	higher	courts	
(i.e.	District	and	Supreme)	were	determined	to	have	no	significant	level	of	difference	between	
















people.	 A	 contributing	 factor	 to	 this	 discrepancy	 is	 a	 lack	 of	 consideration	 of	 gratuitous	










The	criminal	 justice	 system	has	proven	 itself	 capable	of	dealing	with	offenders	who	pose	a	
threat	 to	public	 safety.	 It	 is	not	designed	 to	act	as	 the	 front	 line	of	 treatment	 for	 issues	of	
mental	health	and	addiction.	The	increasing	criminalization	of	health	and	social	issues	drives	





















A	 Queensland	 examination	 of	 mental	 illness	 in	 incarcerated	 Indigenous	 peoples	 reveal	
shocking	figures	–	73%	of	Indigenous	men	and	86%	of	Indigenous	women	have	some	form	of	
mental	 illness18	 –	when	 compared	 to	 non-indigenous	 (20%).19	While	 just	 one	 example	 this	









A	 promising	 approach	 to	 reduce	 recidivism	 rates	 is	 to	 provide	 greater	 support	 for	 self-

























Justice	 evaluated	 the	 re-offending	 patterns	 of	 3361	 participants	 who	 took	 part	 in	 the	 AJS	





programs	 and	 initiatives	 –	 such	 as	 drug,	 alcohol	 and	mental	 health	 courts	 –	 can	 have	 on	
reducing	Indigenous	incarceration	rates.	Recidivism	rates	of	Indigenous	peoples	demonstrate	
that	the	current	policing	strategy	is	flawed.23	Indigenous	male	prisoners	are	1.5	times	as	likely	
to	 have	 previously	 been	 incarcerated	 as	 non-Indigenous	 prisoners.24	 The	 disparity	 in	






than	 punishing	 the	 symptoms.	 For	 these	 programs	 to	 be	 effective,	 however,	 Indigenous	





In	 Australia	 there	 are	 a	 few	 existing	 programs	 which	 are	 aimed	 at	 a	 more	 holistic	 and	
therapeutic	 approach	 to	 treat	 offending	 behaviour.	 These	 programs	 provide	 treatment	 for	
residents	 to	 overcome	 the	 causes	 that	 have	 led	 to	 (re)offending,	 which	 include	 addiction,	
intergenerational	and	historical	traumas,	grief	and	loss.26	Red	Dust	is	one	such	program,	which	
aims	to	improve	the	mental	and	physical	well-being	of	Indigenous	peoples.	These	programs	
aim	 to	 treat	 these	 underlying	 drivers	 of	 offending	 behaviour	 by	 drawing	 on	 the	 strength,	
wisdom	and	spirit	of	Aboriginal	ancestors,	Elders	and	the	land	to	heal	the	spirit	of	Aboriginal	



























































show	 that	 mandatory	 sentences	 have	 increased	 the	 incarceration	 rates	 of	 Indigenous	
populations	to	a	disproportionate	extent.	This	section	will	highlight	the	weakness	of	mandatory	
sentencing,	 with	 a	 focus	 on	 the	 regimes	 adopted	 in	 Western	 Australia	 and	 the	 Northern	



















on	 Indigenous	 populations.	On	 30	 June	 2016,	 the	 rate	 of	 imprisonment	 for	 Aboriginal	 and	
Torres	 Strait	 Islander	 peoples	 (prisoners	 per	 100,000	 Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	 Strait	 Islander	











imprisonment	 rate	 increased	 from	 146	 to	 154	 prisoners	 per	 100,000	 non-Indigenous	




























However,	mandatory	 sentences	were	 reintroduced	 in	2013	as	part	of	 the	 ‘tough	on	crime’	
regime	for	serious	assaults	and	repeat	offenders.	Once	again,	the	Chief	Magistrate	presented	
evidence	 that	 these	 changes	 led	 to	 a	 significant	 increase	 in	 imprisonment,	 which	

















































There	 are	 four	 steps	 necessary	 for	 the	 implementation	 of	 justice	 reinvestment:	
demographic/justice	mapping	and	analysis	of	data;	development	of	options;	implementation;	
and	 evaluation.40	 The	 first	 step	 is	 obtaining	 justice	 data	 which	 is	 extrapolated	 by	 cross-
referencing	 against	 indicators	 of	 gaps	 in	 available	 services	 to	 help	 identify	 the	 underlying	
causes	of	crime	in	these	communities.41	The	second	step	in	the	process	is	choosing	the	relevant	
option	which	would	reduce	incarceration.42	Programs	and	services	are	generally	focused	on	
poverty,	 education,	 housing,	 healthcare	 and	 public	 amenities.	 The	 third	 step	 is	 the	
implementation	of	the	devised	program	into	the	respective	communities.	This	step	should	be	
undertaken	with	 the	 advice	 of	 Indigenous	 Elders	 along	with	 the	 cooperation,	 support	 and	
resourcing	(as	opposed	to	control)	of	all	levels	of	government.	It	is	important	to	note	that	a	
one-size-fits-all	 approach	 is	 not	 appropriate.	 Justice	 reinvestment	 should	 be	 based	 on	 the	
specific	drivers	of	crime	and	the	'community	assets'	of	that	community.	Finally,	the	last	step	is	
evaluating	 the	 progress	 of	 the	 implemented	 program.	 This	 step	 is	 crucial	 to	 the	 process	
because	the	nature	of	justice	reinvestment	is	dynamic.	The	services	provided	should	be	specific	




Justice	 reinvestment	 is	 not	 without	 challenges.	 Implementation	 of	 justice	 reinvestment	 in	
Australia	requires	multi-partisan	support	from	all	levels	of	government	and	the	approval	of	a	










funding	 of	 programs	 has	 reflected	 the	 election	 cycle,	 however,	 for	 a	 justice	 reinvestment	










































The	 introduction	 of	 mandatory	 sentencing	 laws	 in	 the	 Northern	 Territory	 and	 Western	
Australia	raised	concerns	of	potential	breaches	under	the	Convention	of	the	Rights	of	the	Child	
(CRC)	 with	 respect	 to	 Indigenous	 children.44	 In	 1999,	 the	 Senate	 Legal	 and	 Constitutional	
References	Committee	addressed	the	issue	in	the	Inquiry	into	the	Human	Rights	(Mandatory	







































In	 light	 of	 this	 provision,	 the	North	Australian	Aboriginal	 Legal	Aid	 Service	 (NAALAS)	 raised	
concerns	about	the	overrepresentation	of	Indigenous	children	in	Australian	prisons.53	Despite	
the	 modern	 approach	 to	 sentencing	 for	 juveniles,	 which	 that	 recognises	 early,	 repeated	
detention	is	not	in	the	best	interests	of	children,	Indigenous	children	today	constitute	75%	of	









there	 is	 no	 evidence	 that	 high	 incarceration	 rates	 are	 causatively	 related	 to	 mandatory	
sentences,	though	a	correlation	may	be	established;	and	c)	mandatory	sentencing	limits,	but	
does	not	remove,	the	 judicial	officer’s	capacity	to	sentence	coherently	with	the	child’s	best	







The	 inability	 of	 Courts	 to	 take	 into	 account	 a	 child’s	 personal	 circumstances	 under	 the	




considered	 the	 mandatory	 12-month-detention	 to	 contravene	 the	 provision	 in	 its	


















In	 the	 report,	 the	 Senate	 Committee	 recommended	 diversionary	 programs	 in	 small	
communities	to	be	provided	with	adequate	resources	and	funding,	especially	relative	to	that	
allocated	to	 incarceration.	The	Committee	encouraged	culturally	appropriate,	cost	effective	
services	 that	 focus	 on	 rehabilitating	 Indigenous	 youth,	 especially	 those	 overcoming	
addictions.57	It	follows	that	the	Committee	agreed	with	the	Human	Rights	Law	Commission’s	
assertion	 that	 the	 laws	 violate	 the	 ‘principle	 of	 proportionality’	 under	 article	 40(4)	 which	
requires	 ‘facts…	 and	 circumstances’	 of	 the	 offender	 to	 be	 considered	 in	 sentencing.58	 The	
Attorney-General	 through	 SCAG	 was	 encouraged	 to	 persuade	 Western	 Australia	 and	 the	









mandatory	 terms	of	 imprisonment	 for	property	offences.	 In	 the	past,	 the	Attorney-General	
stated	 having	 no	 intention	 of	 repealing	 the	 legislation,	 despite	 concerns	 of	 its	 impact	 on	









































5 Consent	 and	 participation	 –	 Consent	 from	 both	 child	 and	 their	 parents	 along	 with	
information.	
	
6 Procedural	 safeguards	 –	 Respect	 procedural	 safeguards	 under	 international	
obligations,	particularly	CROC.	
	




























In	South	Australia’s	Ngunga	court,	Aboriginal	 traditional	customary	 law	 is	used	 to	sentence	
Aboriginal	offenders	within	the	framework	of	existing	legislation.	Within	the	courtroom,	the	
Elder	is	able	to	advise	the	magistrate	about	sanctions.	Prior	to	the	introduction	of	the	Ngunga	
court	 system,	 court	 attendance	 for	 Indigenous	 offenders	 was	 below	 50%.	 Since	 its	
commencement	 in	 1999,	 it	 has	 risen	 80%,	 suggesting	 a	 viable	 alternative	 for	 Indigenous	



























In	 1999,	 the	 NSW	 Aboriginal	 Justice	 Advisory	 Council	 (AJAC)	 adapted	 the	 Canadian	 circle	
sentencing	model	so	that	 it	was	suitable	for	the	needs	of	 Indigenous	peoples	 in	New	South	












In	 2008,	 a	 review	 of	 the	 Circle	 Sentencing	 Program	 was	 conducted	 by	 the	 Cultural	 and	
Indigenous	 Centre	 Australia	 (CICA).	 Upon	 CICA’s	 recommendations,	 the	 NSW	 government	
adopted	a	number	of	improvements	including	intervention	plans	which	help	offenders	tackle	
their	behaviour.	All	Australian	jurisdictions,	with	the	exception	of	Tasmania,	now	operate	an	

























• improve	 the	 support	 provided	 to	 victims	 of	 crime	 and	 promote	 healing	 and	
reconciliation;	and	
	
• break	 the	 cycle	 of	 recidivism	 --	 the	 revolving	 door	 that	 has	 characterised	 the	
relationship	 of	 many	 Australian	 Indigenous	 Peoples	 entering	 the	 criminal	 justice	
system.69	
	













Circle	 sentencing	 operates	 on	 the	 philosophy	 that	 local	 Indigenous	 communities	 are	 best	
placed	to	solve	their	own	problems.	Responsibility	for	reducing	the	level	of	violence,	substance	
abuse,	 domestic	 violence	 and	 crime	 rests	with	 the	 community	 itself.	 The	 process	 seeks	 to	
provides	a	mechanism	where	local	Indigenous	people	can	actively	take	responsibility	for	their	
own	local	problems,	where	they	are	given	authority	to	make	decisions	about	solutions	to	their	
problems,	 and	 are	 empowered	 to	 implement	 them.	 By	 empowering	 the	 community,	 circle	
sentencing	can	provide	an	opportunity	to	raise	the	dignity,	self-esteem,	pride	and	integrity	of	




















the	 local	 Indigenous	 communities,	 and	 how	 the	 traditional	 justice	 system	 and	 Indigenous	
cultural	practice	and	values	can	be	successfully	merged.	The	involvement	of	the	Indigenous	






















There	may	 be	 some	 circumstances	 where	Magistrates	 have	 to	 take	 notice	 of	 community-
justice	 groups74	 –	but	 as	 they	are	 funded	by	 the	Department	of	 Justice,	 their	 capacity	 and	
involvement	 is	 limited.	 One	 community	 organisation,	 Five	 Bridges,	 was	 overtaken	 by	 John	
Pearson	Consulting	 to	widen	 their	auspices	but	 in	doing	 so	 took	10%	of	 their	 funding.	This	















and	 experiences	 so	 far.75	 As	 they	 have	 not	 yet	 received	 sentence,	 a	 defendant	 may	 feel	
pressured	into	providing	positive	feedback	in	the	hope	this	will	result	in	a	lesser	sentence.		
	



































has	 resulted	 in	 higher	 rates	 of	 imprisonment.76	 Articles	 1(4)	 and	 2(2)	 of	 the	 International	
Convention	on	the	Elimination	of	All	Forms	of	Racial	Discrimination	(CERD)	require	Australia	to	




The	 rights	 to	 self-determination,	 culture	 and	 meaningful	 employment	 are	 protected	 in	 a	
number	of	conventions	ratified	by	Australia	and	are	linked	to	increased	incarceration	rates.	If	
Indigenous	 peoples	 are	 not	 empowered	 to	 enjoy	 these	 rights,	 they	may	 be	more	 likely	 to	
commit	 an	 offence.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 the	 historic	 vilification	 and	 stereotyping	 of	 many	
Indigenous	 peoples	 as	 ‘criminals’	 has	 contributed	 to	 the	 nation	 turning	 a	 blind	 eye	 to	 the	
systematic	violation	of	Indigenous	peoples	human	rights	for	decades.	The	executives	in	public	
service	that	are	tasked	with	Indigenous	justice	programs	are	frequently	inadequately	trained	





















relating	 to	 their	 internal	 and	 local	 affairs,	 as	 well	 as	 ways	 and	 means	 for	 financing	 their	






policy	 actually	 entailed	 a	 cut	 of	 534	million	 dollars	 to	 Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	 Strait	 Islander	
programs.80	It	required	competitive	tender	bids	from	organisations	to	provide	these	services,	
around	 55%	 of	 which	 were	 awarded	 to	 non-Indigenous	 organisations	 including	 important	
services	 such	as	 legal	 advocacy	 services.81	 These	non-indigenous	organisations	have	 forced	



































to	 participate	 in	 decision-making	 in	 matters	 which	 would	 affect	 their	 rights,	 through	
representatives	chosen	by	themselves	in	accordance	with	their	own	procedures,	as	well	as	to	
maintain	and	develop	their	own	indigenous	decision	making	institutions.84	In	accordance	with	
this	 article,	 the	 National	 Congress	 of	 Australia’s	 First	 Peoples	 was	 established	 in	 2010	 to	
represent	 Australia’s	 Indigenous	 Populations	 and	 give	 them	a	 political	 voice.	However,	 the	
defunding	of	the	Congress	in	2014	suggests	a	lack	of	commitment	to	upholding	this	right.	A	
lack	 of	 political	 representative	 power	 means	 the	 domestic	 legal	 framework	 is	 not	
representative.	If	Indigenous	voices	are	not	engaged	with,	it	will	be	much	more	difficult	to	find	
effective	 solutions	 to	 incarceration	 rates.	 Upholding	 the	 rights	 to	 self-determination	 and	















Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	 Strait	 Islander	 legal	 professionals	 is	 necessary	 for	 an	 appropriately	



















Programs	 that	 protect	 Indigenous	 traditions	 take	 many	 different	 forms.	 For	 example,	 the	
International	Reparation	Program	recognises	the	tradition	of	many	communities	to	have	their	
ancestors’	remains	returned.	Since	2001,	the	International	Reparation	Program	has	supported	
communities	 to	 see	 the	 return	 of	 over	 1300	 ancestral	 remains	 and	 1300	 sacred	 objects.	
NAIDOC	week	 is	 another	 initiative	 which	 celebrates	 Indigenous	 achievements	 and	 culture.	
However,	there	is	still	a	lack	of	understanding	of	cultural	traditions	within	the	non-Indigenous	
population,	which	contributes	to	increasing	inequality.88	Employing	non-Indigenous	peoples	in	
professional	 roles	 that	 involve	 decision-making	 in	 regards	 to	 Indigenous	 peoples	 can	
perpetuate	 this	misunderstanding.	 There	 is	 an	 increasing	 number	 of	 Aboriginal	 and	 Torres	




of	 critical	 social	 justice	 areas,	 such	 as	 mental	 health.89	 For	 example,	 Indigenous	 peoples’	
connection	to	land	is	an	essential	part	of	life,	and	ownership	may	lead	to	greater	autonomy	
and	 economic	 independence.90	 Upholding	 these	 cultural	 rights	 can	 lead	 to	 a	 stronger	



























that	 Indigenous	 peoples	 should	 be	 given	 the	 same	 employment	 rights	 as	 other	 people	 in	
Australia,	free	from	discriminatory	conditions	or	policies.92	This	right	is	further	protected	in	the	
ICESCR,	which	states	that	guidance	and	training	programs	and	policies	should	aim	to	achieve	
productive	 employment.93	 Employment	 opportunity	 programs	 that	 aim	 to	 eliminate	
discrimination	and	promote	equality	have	increased	the	number	of	Indigenous	peoples	in	the	
Australian	 Public	 Service.94	 The	 Norforce	 program,	 established	 in	 1981,	 is	 one	 example	 of	









shown	 in	 the	 Norforce	 program,	 autonomous	 employment	 programs	may	 give	 Indigenous	
peoples	a	connection	 to	 their	community	and	could	 reduce	 incarceration	 rates.	Further,	as	
noted	above,	tertiary	trained,	technically	capable	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	peoples	
should	be	placed	into	decision-making	positions.		
	
																																								 																				
92	UNDRIP,	art	17.	
93	International	Covenant	on	Economic,	Social	and	Cultural	Rights,	opened	for	signature	16	December	
1966,	(entered	into	force	3	January	1976),	art	6.	
94	Tauli-Corpuz,	above	n	70.	
95	Jens	Korff,	Aboriginal	employment,	jobs	&	careers	(21	March	2017)	Creative	Spirits,	available	at	
<https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/economy/aboriginal-employment-jobs-
careers#axzz4jh4UH9WZ>.	
96	Jobs	Australia,	Closing	the	Gap	2017	-	Indigenous	Employment	Rate	Going	Backwards	(17	February	2017)	
Jobs	Australia,	available	at	<https://www.ja.com.au/news/closing-gap-2017-indigenous-employment-rate-
going-backwards>.	
97	Ibid.	
19 
Governments	should	increase	funding	and	investment	in	local	
community-based	employment	opportunities	and	training	programs,	and	
support	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	tertiary	students,	in	order	to	
increase	the	number	of	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	
professionals.			
	 32	
The	social	and	cultural	rights	of	Indigenous	peoples	as	a	whole	are	significant	in	the	discussion	
of	incarceration	rates.	As	long	as	these	rights	are	not	upheld	there	will	be	over-representation	
of	 Indigenous	people	 in	custody,	and	while	this	over-representation	is	not	addressed,	there	
will	be	limited	progress	in	awarding	these	rights	equally	and	justly.	For	this	reason,	Australian	
state	and	federal	governments	need	to	pay	closer	attention	to	the	human	rights	aspects	of	all	
laws	and	policies	regarding	Indigenous	communities,	and	in	particular	in	connection	with	the	
criminal	justice	system.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
20 
Financial	support	should	be	given	to	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	
peak	professional	bodies	to	support	the	work	they	are	already	doing.	
Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	peoples	are	the	highest	consumers	
of	justice	services,	which	makes	justice	reinvestment	a	sound	fiscal	
investment.	Funding	should	also	be	provided	for	an	independent	
monitoring	body	that	includes	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	legal	
professionals.	
